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SUBCHAPTER G—THE ADMINISTRATION ON CHILDREN,
YOUTH AND FAMILIES, FOSTER CARE MAINTENANCE
PAYMENTS, ADOPTION ASSISTANCE, AND CHILD AND
FAMILY SERVICES
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 42 U.S.C.
670 et seq.; 42 U.S.C. 1302.

§ 1355.10 Scope.
Unless otherwise specified, part 1355

applies to States and Indian Tribes and
contains general requirements for Fed-
eral financial participation under titles
IV–B and IV–E of the Social Security
Act.

[61 FR 58653, Nov. 18, 1996]

§ 1355.20 Definitions.
(a) Unless otherwise specified, the

following terms as they appear in 45
CFR parts 1355, 1356 and 1357 of this
title are defined as follows—

Act means the Social Security Act, as
amended.

ACYF means the Administration on
Children, Youth and Families, Admin-
istration for Children and Families
(ACF), U. S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

Adoption means the method provided
by State law which establishes the
legal relationship of parent and child
between persons who are not so related
by birth, with the same mutual rights
and obligations that exist between
children and their birth parents. This
relationship can only be termed ‘‘adop-
tion’’ after the legal process is com-
plete.

Child abuse and neglect means the def-
inition contained in 45 CFR part 1340,
Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention
and Treatment Program.

Commissioner means the Commis-
sioner on Children, Youth and Fami-
lies, Administration for Children and
Families, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

Department means the United States
Department of Health and Human
Services.

Detention facility in the context of the
definition of child care institution in
section 472(c)(2) of the Act means a
physically restricting facility for the
care of children who require secure cus-
tody pending court adjudication, court
disposition, execution of a court order
or after commitment.

Foster care means 24 hour substitute
care for all children placed away from
their parents or guardians and for
whom the State agency has placement
and care responsibility. This includes,
but is not limited to, family foster
homes, foster homes of relatives, group
homes, emergency shelters, residential
facilities, child care institutions, and
pre-adoptive homes regardless of
whether the foster care facility is li-
censed and whether payments are made
by the State or local agency for the
care of the child or whether there is
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45 CFR Ch. XIII (10–1–97 Edition)§ 1355.21

Federal matching of any payments
that are made.

Foster family home means the home of
an individual or family licensed or ap-
proved by the State licensing or ap-
proval authority(ies) (or with respect
to foster family homes on or near In-
dian reservations, by the tribal licens-
ing or approval authority(ies)), that
provides 24-hour out-of-home care for
children. The term may include group
homes, agency operated boarding
homes or other facilities licensed or
approved for the purpose of providing
foster care by the State agency respon-
sible for approval or licensing of such
facilities.

Independent Living Program (ILP)
means the programs and activities es-
tablished and implemented by the
State to assist youth, as defined in sec-
tion 477(a)(2) of the Act, to prepare to
live independently upon leaving foster
care. Programs and activities that may
be provided are found in section 477(d)
of the Act.

State means, for title IV–B, the 50
States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
the Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and
American Samoa. For title IV–E, the
term ‘‘State’’ means the 50 States and
the District of Columbia.

State agency means the State agency
administering or supervising the ad-
ministration of the title IV–B and title
IV–E State plans and the title XX so-
cial services block grant program. An
exception to this requirement is per-
mitted by section 103(d) of the Adop-
tion Assistance and Child Welfare Act
of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–272). Section 103(d)
provides that, if on December 1, 1974,
the title IV–B program (in a State or
local agency) and the social services
program under section 402(a)(3) of the
Act (the predecessor program to title
XX) were administered by separate
agencies, that separate administration
of the programs could continue at
State option.

(b) Unless otherwise specified, the
definitions contained in section 475 of
the Act apply to all programs under ti-
tles IV–E and IV–B of the Act.

[48 FR 23114, May 23, 1983, as amended at 57
FR 30429, July 9, 1992; 58 FR 67924, Dec. 22,
1993; 61 FR 58653, Nov. 18, 1996]

§ 1355.21 State plan requirements for
titles IV–E and IV–B.

(a) The State plans for titles IV–E
and IV–B must provide for safeguards
on the use and disclosure of informa-
tion which meet the requirements con-
tained in section 471(a)(8) of the Act.

(b) The State plans for titles IV–E
and IV–B must provide for compliance
with the Department’s regulations list-
ed in 45 CFR 1355.30.

(c) The State agency and the Indian
Tribe must make available for public
review and inspection the Child and
Family Services Plan (CFSP) and the
Annual Progress and Services Reports.
(See 45 CFR 1357.15 and 1357.16.) The
State agency also must make available
for public review and inspection the
title IV–E State Plan.

[48 FR 23114, May 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 58654, Nov. 18, 1996]

§ 1355.25 Principles of child and family
services.

The following principles, most often
identified by practitioners and others
as helping to assure effective services
for children, youth, and families,
should guide the States and Indian
Tribes in developing, operating, and
improving the continuum of child and
family services.

(a) The safety and well-being of chil-
dren and of all family members is para-
mount. When safety can be assured,
strengthening and preserving families
is seen as the best way to promote the
healthy development of children. One
important way to keep children safe is
to stop violence in the family including
violence against their mothers.

(b) Services are focused on the family
as a whole; service providers work with
families as partners in identifying and
meeting individual and family needs;
family strengths are identified, en-
hanced, respected, and mobilized to
help families solve the problems which
compromise their functioning and well-
being.

(c) Services promote the healthy de-
velopment of children and youth, pro-
mote permanency for all children and
help prepare youth emancipating from
the foster care system for self-suffi-
ciency and independent living.

(d) Services may focus on prevention,
protection, or other short or long-term
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